[The treatment of tracheo-oesophageal fistula following long-term artificial respiration (author's transl)].
A patient with a tracheo-oesophageal fistula following longterm artificial respiration is reported. The fistula closed after the third operation, which was a mediastinotomy, sternomastoid muscle interposition and a cricomyotomy. Use of a soft cuff and frequent tracheal mucus aspiration are recommended to prevent fistula formation.